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of the light of reason has generated the move-
ment of education and of scientific research,
which we have sketched. Labour, formerly
viewed as Millet has represented it, a divine
penance for man on account of sin, now seems
more and more a factor of happiness. Nature no
longer appears as a hard, harsh stepmother
giving man a painfully earned morsel of bread;
she is no longer, in French eyes, the divine
scourge of a revengeful God, but the generous
rewarder of intelligent and conscientious efforts.
Matter, once associated in French public opinion
with that which is gross, impure, and perish-
able, has come to be viewed as a mode of
explaining the universe quite as mysterious as
the spirit itself. In recasting their own thought
in reference to man's place in human society,
or in the cosmos, Frenchmen have largely freed
themselves from systems built upon materialistic
doctrines. There is a noticeable tendency to
rise above the ethnic fatalism of polygenists,
like Gobineau, or mechanistic determinists like
Taine,

There is also a visible inclination to discard
the system of brutal ethics, built upon the doc-
trine of evolution as formulated by its illustrious
founder, Charles Darwin. The ethical doctrine
resting upon the principle of the struggle for the